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J tinually growing larger.
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nated the luxuries of education, we
reach debatable ground. Many
intelligent are convinced that
these branches of learning should be
pursued at the expense of the individual,
and that it is inexpedient to impose the
cost upon the taxpayers at large. Still
more objectionable does it seem to them
to care for the health of the ohildren
in the common schools at the public
exnense, except eo fer as to insure that
their physical condition shall be such as

}to enable them to pursue their studies

with profit.

1t is not only in the direction of educa-
tian, however, that the cost of municipal
‘| government is continually on the in-
orease. In the establishment and main-
tenance of museums, public parks and
other grounds, and even playgrounds
for children, we find the budget con-
These are all
good things in themselves and extremely
desirable, and it is perfectly right for
the municipality to spend its money in
this way if the people wish it to do so,
provided the money can be obtained
without. imposing too onerous & burden
upon the taxpayer. The municipality,
so far as such questions are concerned,
is exactly like an individual person. If
he has money enough it is wise and well
for him to spend some of it for luxuries;
but if his means are limited he must
oili 1i8 coat according to his cloth. it

b

e Interested Witness.
|

¥, CARNEGIE told the House Ways |
Committee in his recent mon-
1 the tariff on steel, a judge u;,
o from sitting in a case in the out- |
@ of which he is interested, and the
ofty of a man giving evidence in
behall must be pondered care- |
d accepted only with reserve|
stion,
uence cottld be more sobering
steadying in the deliberations of
‘W and Means Committee about
pfariff on steel than a clear perception
! effect upon the testimoty of Mr.
@tE himself of the motives which
8'that indomitable altruist in his
t interference in the present
8)i His long and universally ap-
ded efforts in behalf of the principle
d let live, his incapacity for
ousy, his unrestrainable re-
in the success of othery, his free-
rgin. narrow, selfish and mean de-
i intents, combine to- establish
pomplete disinterestedness and cred-
{Hh nature and record as much

8 glorious contempt for mere facts |

ires are worth*weighing when
;; are recalled.
il ately the character of Mr,
AIE is not less well known to the
@rs at Washington than it is to
‘'with whom he has had business
) It is sure to be closely scruti-
i when the'niecessifics and desires | ©
4 steel manufacturers of the coun-
' ve the ioua care of the
.on\\% dﬂeana.'
i
‘:? tne‘ﬁnl Fate.
usion of SAMUEL GOMPERS in
y number of the American
pradionist, in which he expresses his
jién of THEODORE ROOSEVELT, is of
& ;rlnclpa.lly because of its, close
A to the facts. Nor is there any
ter qualified than Mr. GOMPERS
with authority on Mr. ROOSE-
blations with organized labor
lleaders. "Mr. GOMPERS in an-
y was- welcome at the White
He was not then one of the
irredoemably bad and dan-
8 gharacters to whom reference is
"";. the last annual message of Pres-
4 Go:mzss han only suffered the
15' has overtaken and submerged

have’" modawd ‘t.hemulve-
.i

thts of favor to the lowest depths
Mnpropitious ' gircumstance. The
j8road has been travelled by a nu-
) e body of citizena
révolted  or whose use-
MnMvho in: consequence
m d - a..most . remarkable and
phutiti Udttihe in desirability.
iy 'GOoNPERS rail at unkind
MOmon&ho in jaihfor me,
. fline nionths, 8ix months
poor | BQIBON For our honored
E N h _‘ *x T”"m
Afy i
:% "ﬁnnlclpnl Soclalism.
fhéro wan an Thleresting iacussion
| §pe cial lnbedng of the Civic Club
Monday évening concerning ‘the city
b of New YOrK an which
practicably” be adopted to check
pessive, growth. of, municipal ex-

g’ thé speakers was Mr. EDGAR

, who is distinguished for his

knowledge in regard to the

of the city. - He attributed the

38 incrédd@ in’ thé amaunt of money

ded for governmental purposes

’7' York'to*what he called “munici-

jolalism.” He deprecated the ten-

W to impose so many burdens on

Pllgy in respect of educa-!;

‘only éffer education to

) & sald, “but enforce it

ireugh w courts. Then we

(@ it incimbent upon the city to see

s, child 1§ in physical condition

» the-edueation.” The effect

‘ ry reeent so-called reform

gucational “matters in New York

heen to augment the amount which

bo contribufed for purposes of

tion by the taxpayvers and so to

e, Uie expense of education to the

m ,'~ his family.

. Now of course all mankind are agreed

. , &ducation is essential to the publie

e, and in this country, at least,

£ it is the duty of the State freely

ﬂumte the young to some extent.

-far'_ﬁg process is to be carried

0, tlp expense of the community at

i is a serfous question. No one
that Me should teach reading,

t ‘We

i8 in this spirit that we would advise
the authorities who control the expen-
diture of the city to be careful not to

'enlarge the outlay beyond the neces-

sities of the case until there is a full
! purse. Every item in the budget which
is not strictly necessary should be cut
down or cut off entirely,

_Our Opportunity in England.

The Washington Post draws a pic-
tare of the Hon. WHITELAW REID,
United States Ambassador to the Court
of St. James's, so vivid that it spurs
our interest almost to ecstasy, We are
cpnscious, in fact, of a certain remiss-
ness in not having heretofore given
proper weight to his “intelligent and
tactful championship of his country.”
Our attention, we fear, has been too
much concentrated upon the modesty
of his entourage and the repose of his
official attitude, Now that we are re-
minded of it, and in terms so well
chosen, we become conscious of having
recognized and admired his bashful but
efficient conduct all the while.
Have we not heard a thousand times
of “the ties that bind the two great
English speaking nations,” and have we
not seen those ties cemented in innu-
merable banquet halls, with the turbot
well out of the way, the mysterious en-
trées gone to their last home, and the
bruf imperial mantling every patriotic
cheek? BShame on us that we had for-
gotten the stupendous difficulty of keep-
ing those affectionate bonds intact!
We love each other deeply—in the do-
main of diplomacy—but insidious influ-
ences are always at work to balk our
outstrétched arms. Only constant vigi-
lance and a steady flow of hospitality
@an be relied upon to preserveé the fond
rapport. These two devoted peoples,
attraoted by the knowledge of a common
origin, drawn together by converging
aspirations, and conscious of the power,
80 joined in sweet cooperation, to lead
the march of progress throughout the
populated world: these two can be
made to work kindly in double harness
by nothing less than an unbroken series
of “sumptuous” entertainments and the
sleepless maintenance of a glittering
front.

Our attention having been called to
the emergency by the Washington Post,
we perceive at once that “if an Am-
bassador less gifted had represented
this Government in London most of the
. {go0d will prevailing between the two
.| peoples might have been dissipated.”
The corollary is obvious. The entente
between England and the United States
is indispensable. It can be preserved
in only one way. Why hesitate?

The South American Alps.

Whether the alpestrians, a jealous
brotherhood, will hail Miss ANNIE S.
PECK as the conqueror of Mount Huas-
oaran, and whether the geographers
will accept her report of its height as
24,000 feet, is in either case no great
matter; she should at least have credit
for a spirit of adventure anda persis-
tence in exposing herself to glacial risks
that are remarkable in a woman and
might be liberally cap:tahzed in the
case of a man.

The truth is we know little that is
definite about the altitudes of the South
American alps, and the field is still less
trodden than the Himalayas. Mr.E. A,
FrrzGERALD conjectured that Acon-
cagua in Chile was the monarch of the
southern hemisphere, @nd he laid siege
to it for seven months at great expense
without attaining its utter pinnacle, a
feat achieved, however, by Mr. STUART
ViNgES of his party and: MATTIAS ZUR-
BRIGGEN, their Swiss guide. Mr. FiTz-
GERALD, who was well equipped with
measuring instruments, none of which

is infallible, gives the height of Acon-
cagua ‘as 23,080 feet. As to the alti-
tudes in South America he says in his
account of the expedition:

“ TN last year (159%) thére was some doubt s
to which was the highest mountaln of Sough
Amerlcs, but since SirMARTIN CONWAY'S trian-
gulation of llliman| and sorata or Ilampu it Is
admitted beyond question that Aconcagua ovey-
tops every other mouniain there and Indeed
every mountaln outside the great ranges of Asla.
* Tupungato rises above Chimborazo, So-
rata, lllimanl and Sajama; it is still doubtful
As to whether It exceeds the helght of Merce
darlo. Jf Pissis's helght of the Mercedario,
viz., 22,515, Is correct, this would be the second
highest peak In America. In any case It Is now
certaln that Aconcagus, Mercedario and Tupum-
gatoare the three highest mountainsof the Amer-
fean continent.”

But are these deductions unassaila-
ble by other alpestrians? In a letter
to the London Chronicle in the fall of
1808 Sir MARTIN CONWAY declared the

and_arithmetio in the pub"(\

2 Tfm propriety of going fur-
m nd giving instruction in geogra-
, 'general history ,and elementary |
nee wonld Hardly be questiohed
we come, howewer, to such sub-

. ’. -
fi’m«

fousic ‘and foreign languages, !

height of Illimani, which he had just
| ascended, to be 22,500 feet. But he ac-
cepts Mr. FITzGERALD'S estimate of
Aconcagua, 23,080 fest. Now ocomes
Miss ANNIE 8, PECK, fresh from her
| triumph over Peruvian Huascaran, and
Jfixesits height at 24,000 feet.

Weunder- .

stand that Dw PREDRRICK A. COOR aleo

challenges Mr, FrrzGERALD'S statement |

that Aconcagua overtops every moun-
tain outside the great ranges of Asia.
His American candidate is Mount Mc-
Kinley. The rivalsshould be left to fight
the altitudes out with whatever science
and experience they can bring to the
contention, Miss PECK has the floor
now, and she may be able to make good
her olaim from the readings of her mer-
curial barometer, hypsometer and ane-
roid. It was her rival, Mrs, FANNY
Buriock WorgMmAN, the Himalayan
alpestrian and . undisputed oconqueror
of Lungma (22,668 feet), who said that
“one cannot be too careful to use every
available means to'fix altitudes reached
as correctly.’ as poasible.” 'Bcience is
‘exacting, And mountain climbers are as
sensitive and caustic as the literary
folk.

The (:han.é in \'onnuel:.

JUaN VICENTE GoMmEeZ, the acting
President of Venesuela in General Cas-
TRO'S absence, has at last taken the step
which he must have been long medi-
tating and assumed charge of the Gov-
ernment in his own right. The deter-
mlnlngc.uuv'vu a plot to take his life
in which partisans of President CASTRO
were involved. GoMEZ in physique,
temperament and character is the oppo-
site of the man he has supplanted, More
open in his methods, although not with-
out foresight and caution, and an advo-
cate of constitutional limitations, Gen-
eral GOMEZ is robust enough to govern
without espionhge and chicanery and
practigal enough to effect a compromise
of the international troubles of the
country.

Two years ago when Vice-President
GoMEZ was called upon to assume the
duties of the Executive in the absence
of General CAsTRO, who had resigned to
retire to the health resort of Victoria,
opponents of the President sounded
GOMEZ in anticipation of the death of
CASTRO. “The only thing that 1 can
promise,” General GOMEZ is reported
to have said, “is that I shall follow the
Constitution and the law.” During all
that delicate and trying period when he
felt himself under the observation of
the spies of CASTRO, whose power was
then at its meridian, the Vice-President
conducted himself with exemplary tact
and circumspection. Whether he de-
served the reputation for loyalty which’
he won cannot be known at this dis-
tance, but it is evident that General
CABTRO concluded that he was a trust-
worthy substitute, or the President
would not have departed for Europe,
leaving affairs in the hands of the
younger and more stalwart man.

Whether GoMEZ is merely an ambi-
tious Spanish American polititian who
played a waiting game, or a patriotic
man who was foreed into this present
attitude by the intrigues and treachery
of his chief, time alone will disclose.
At present no authentic information on
the subject can be expected from Venez-
uela. But so far as the United States
is concerned, the change in the Govern-
ment seems to be for the better, as the | ®
policy of GoMEZ has always been under-
stood to be one of harmonious relations
with other Governments and the devel-
opment of the country by foreign

capital.

Kuropatkin on the Far

Eastern Situation.

The article on the Portamouth treaty
which General KUROPATKIN has con-
tributed to the January number of
McClure's Magazine deserves the atten-
tion which it is receiving. We have
no intention of wasting time in discuses-
ing the question, now purel);(cademic.
whether our Government blundered in
promoting that treaty, but we do con-
sider of practical importance the Rus-
sian commander’'s views of the actual
and pr?opeotive situation in the ]\-‘u-

General

General KUROPATKIN is convinced,
he says, that the twentieth century will
witness a terrible conflict in Asia be-
tween Christian and non-Christian peo-
ples. He holds it imperatively neces-
sary that in this conflict Russia should
be the ally of Cliristian England against
the non-Christian races of Asia. For
that reason, he tells us, ever gince he
occupied a post on the Russian General
Staff connected with central Asia, that
is to say, during the greater part of hus
official life, he has been a thoroughly
convinced advocate of peaceful cooper-
ation between Russia and Great Brit-
ain and an opponent of all [aggressive
plans on Russia’s part in the direction
of India. He therefore approves en-
thusiastically of the friendly under-
standing between those countries which
recently has been reached. He insists
that in the event of & rebellion against
England in India the Russians should
be on the side of the English. This is
jn truth a remarkable assertion, coming
from a man who has been conversant
for a generation with Russia's Asiatic
policy, who has been her Minister of War
and who was the Commander in Chief of
her forces in Manchuria during 1904-08.

To us General KUROPATKIN seems
mistaken in his averment that; Japan
and China will soon bacome olose allies
for offensive as well as defensive pur-
poses, but we concede that his opinion
is entitled to high respect. - He himself
is convinced that in a short time Japan
and China will be in a position to throw
into Manchuria an army of more than a
million and a half trained soldiers, on
whom may be imposed the task of wrest-
ing from Russia a considerable part of
Siberia and reducing her to the rank
of a second class Power. In such an
event it obviously will be of the utmost
moment to Russia to have all her armed
forces free for use, which he implies
was not the case in 1004-05, in spite
of the assurances given the Czar by
Emperor WILLIAM tou the main-
tenance of tranquillity on the Polish
frontier. General KUROPATKIN hopes,
and believes himself to have good reason
to hope, that Russia has now arrived
at such an understanding with the
European Powers that she will have an
opportunity in case a fresh attack
should be made upon her in the Far
East to use all her military strength
in & fight with Japan and China. He
also takes for granted that before ludnj

It will not be disputed tlnt so far
as expert and local knowledge is con-
cerneéd exceptional weight attaches to
the judgment of General KUROPATKIN,
A striking proof of his sincerity is given
in the McGlure's article by his disclaimer
of a desire to re an ice free port
for Russia, . Of course, he considers
entirgly legitimate his country’s de-
sire to acquire outlets from the Black
Sea and upen the Indian and Pacific
cccans, yat he thinks that the desire
should be renounced in view of the cer-
tainty that an attempt to gratify it
would involve Russia in conflict with a
coalition consisting of Fngland, Ger-
many, Austria, Turkey, China and
Japan, It is not the mere fact of Rus-
sin's movement toward this or that
outlet that excites the apprehensions of
these Powers, but the consequences that
would follow the success of the attempt,
The possession of an outlet to the Med-
iterranean Sea would enable Ruseia to
take decisive action in the Egyptian
question, and an outlet on the Indian
Ocean would constitute a permanent
threat to India. The thing most likels
of all, however, to frighten the manu-
facturing peoples of Europe and Amer-
ica would be Russia’'s entrance mto
ocompetition with them for the world's
markets. It is wiser, therefore,  in

‘KUROPATEIN'S opinion, for Russia to

abandon for the present all thought of
southward aggrandizement and to con-
centrate her attention on the peril that
menaces her from the Far East,

Most of Mr. ROOSEVELT'S commission’

to inquire into the oconditions of rural
life with a view to ita exaltation has been
in Washington writing a report for whisch
humanity yearns, not to say yammers.
What tender soul does not rejoioce in this
gifted band of inquisitors and its shadowy
mission? In the Bouth théy have tested
the effect of peanuts on the alimentary
tracts of the Georgia and Virginia raasses,
estimated pot liquor in its relations toam-
bition and to adipose, caloulated the action
of souff dipping in the hill country with
reference to pianos and periodical litera-
ture, and weighed the comparative
merits of corn pone and yellow legged
chickens in the development of the finer
sensibilities. Of course we do not expect
them to enter into razorback hog meat.
They ‘are hopelessly urban and uncon-
scious of the nobler aspects of the bu-
colic environment. We hope for the
best, however, when it comes to '

and persimmons, catfish and qymblins,
sausage and syrup, and their respective
influences upon the domestic life of the
provinces. The fleld is practically un-
limitedy - The degrees of oookery . are
more numerous than-the shades of au.
tumn foliage, and the contents ommum.
rooms and the smokehouses vary with

mile one travels.

In the North the labors ol ele-
vators have been ‘equally fruitful, no
doubt; lyt has anything been done for
those toiting manses, the commuters,
those struggling, industrious, hopeful,
but too often disappointed planters and
gardeners?

Miatag in Colorade and Mantana in 1007, |ci
The mines of Colorado yiélded In 1907 calendar
year 337423888 worth of gold, silver, copper,
lead and minc, a decroase of 96,315,000 from the
output of 1908, according to the United States
Geological Survey. Detalls follow:
Quantiry.
Gold, fine gunces,. ..... 1,007,467 |
Sliver, fine ounces . ... 11,224,774
7,704,600

Value.
$20,820, 194
7411082
1,644,918
400,849 4,528 508
788,520 5,114,511
Roughly, the decreases in vatues In 1907 from

1908 were: Gold, $2,400,000; silver, §700,000; cop- | tion

per, $400,600; lead, $1,400,000, and zine, $2,200,000,
Mr. Haramore of the survey thisks i3 mﬁ.bh
that the loag continued low metal prices during
the first part of 300 may have so retarded the min -
ing Industry that statistics for the current year
will show a decreased output of all the metals
with the exception of goid.

Four hundred and thirty six mines in Montana
in 1907 calendar year produced gold, sliiver:
copper, lead and zing of the total value of $58, -
670,602, as aguiust 908,257,808 in 1900, a decrease
of $18,587,211, chiefly In copper. By reason of the
copper decresse Montans ylelded her preeml-
u‘ee as a copper producing State to Arizona,
The year's production of copper was 220,108,792
pounds, of the value of $44,021,758, or more than
A2 per cemt. of the State’s total production of
metals. The gold output was worth $3,288,212
and the silver $6,140.619. Lead and zinc broughs
in $218,003.

A m of Adolphns.

To Tae EviTon oF THRE SUN—Sir: In “Curi-
osities of Law and Lawyers,” by Croake James,
published In 1888, Is “The Lawyer's Pligrim's
Progress™:

“Adoiphus, the eriminal lawyer. says that the
Judges i bis time were much impressed with the
following table of degrees: The three degrees
of comparison I8 & lawyer's progreéss are: gotiing
on; geiting of-er (homour); getting on-est (hom-
est). The Judges, he says, lenurhdm there
was much sad truth in this jingle.”

Adolphus died many years before James's
book was published. Howséver, this was one of
the primeval jokes. IR D

NeWw Yorx, December 23, F|

Carveless Editing.

To tAE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: In the isspp
of the Congressional Record& of December 10 there
|4 & surprising error. Indicating that that ponder.
ous publication is In need of a proofreader who s
famillar with the oMcial bappeninas of the Gov'-
ernment In the |Ast two years. In a list of the
Jugtices of the Nunreme Court of the United
Statés the name »f Mr. Justice Nrown Is given,
while the name of Mr. Jugtice Mood; is omitted.
Mr. dustice Mrown retired from the bench more
than two years ago, Mr. Justioe Moody becominy
a member of the cofirt on December 17, 190r,

BostoN, December 22, 1. A 8

Pretoria.
F rom the London Chromicie.

11, as seems probable, Pretoria is to be the capl-
tal of Federated South Africa, It may after all
reallze the expéctations of its founders, a thing
which up to the present it has quite falled to do.
Lald out Ilke ost Boer settiements, on an am-
bitious scale, It was designed on lines which would
have afforded ample modation to 100,000
Inbabitants, but It has réemained a small town,
and W 1800 had Mftie more thad a tenth of that
populatioi. Pretoria, which takes Its name from
the great Boer, Pretorius, Is well used to the
funotion of & capital town, for from 1856 onward
It was the soat of the Government of the South
African Republic, vlhi In that year was removed
from

Desolation of the Diamond.
From the Weshingion Siar,
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T10 PORTS.

of pbe ml;hboﬂu North

year, while the Baltio

ports, excepting two or three, are sedjed

up for several months unless ice breakers

keep & ¢hannel open, as they do at the
German ports of Libeck and Stettin?

About 250 rivers, large and small. empty
into the Baltic, o that nearly Half of this
inland sea, and especially the grest gulfs
of Bothala and Finland, §a praoctically
fresh water. The rivers pour into the
ses far more water than can be evapo-
rated, and it is constantly moving out into
the ocean through the threé narrow chan-
nels arognd the Denmark Islands, If it
were not for the heavier ocean water that
is constantly entering the Baltio beneath
the stratum of fresh water the sea would |
be oonverted in less than & century into
& purely fresh water lake. The surface
fresh water of course freeves at a higher
temperature than the oocean watar of the
North Seg, where the ocurrents of the At-
lantio sweep in unimpeded through wide
chanuels,

Then there is practically ‘no tidal in-
fluence in the enclosed Baltic. Tides are
not peroceptible on most of the coasts, and
where they can be observed the greatest
tidal range is only about three and a half
inohes. But the Nopth Sea shores have
nearly the full bemefit of the Atlantic
tides, which prevent ice from forming
or break it up,

Furthermore, the surface ol the Baltic
has the full effects of the freesing blasts
from northern Asia coming over the low
plains of Russia and Finland, but the
North Sea is beyond the range of this
bitterest of winter weather. The Baltio
countries may be thankful, at least,
that for generations they have had no
such terrible winters as the seventeenth
oentury reported, when the whole Baltic
was frozen over, trade was carried on
between Germany and Sweden over the
ice, and Charles Augustus of Bweden
fought a battle with Frederick 111, of
Denmark on the frozen sea:

SCHOOLS UNDER THE CHARTER.

Will the Propesed Revision Place Them
Under Politioal Contrel ?

To THrR EP1TOR OF THE BUx—Sir: Do
the people of New York realize that in the
proposals of the Chartéer Revision Commis-
slon is invcived no less a danger than the
placing of the public schools under politi-
cal control? This, 1 believe, is a real and
not a fancied danger.

The words of the Court of Appeals, quoted

veto of the White bill, are pertinent in con-
sidering this matter:

The settied pelicy of the State from an early
date has been to divorce the business of public
education from all other munivipal Interests or
business, (Gunnison vs. Board of Rducatlon.
176 N. Y

Governor Hughes himself added:

)
The course which experience approves Is that’

certain general principles of action should be
laid down [by the Legislature] and that within
these principles freedom with reference to detalls
should be left to the subordinate body, acting
with pecullar knowledge of local conditions.

There are real dangers to pupils and
teachers in the proposed revision of the
educational chapler of the city charter.
First, as to tenure of office, Is it under-
stood that teachers are not to be protected
by clvll servioce rulea? That if the present

tion were repealed the
mch.r ol I and meritorious service may
% he cnd any year not be reengaged?

.h“ lrntanuon may bo conditioned not on

schoo

on polmul serviceable-
a oondluon bo
u 8. s it understood

that tto salary of ohe year will furnish

no u-u oo nnrdlnl that of the ensuing

m ood “th olt.l o‘:c Oly ;l.;

u o next year

‘.007 rﬁ ould be true even if

L‘ vl o. nl tenure were re-

'? oun f tucbon were put under
e case of Walters

Vs, Cli{ of Nov York (119 Avopellate Divi-
si &poru.ni deci in “May, 1907,

ﬂ:’du aynor in his concurring opinion

The sald board [Estimate and Apponlonmun

has the to reduce as well as Increase salaries,

@ of salaries Im any dmmum

tion of the head thereof, and

um"o::m I;ava no right to hamper It In the exer-

Is it understood b,
t the

ng

signifies a relapse to th ﬁ
oondigon wh mmnuu. ulamnnd Porn

nb.oull:xulyhon the wlll of

i:(h part liberal ! w'l;o
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Higheost Southern Mountains,
From the Galveston News.

Texas leads the sister States In peaks and moun-
talns, Of altitudes In the South that have been
measured 2,483, not (ncluding varying measure-
ments of the same places, are above 1,000 [eet,
The highest altitudes measured by States are:
Texas, Baldy Peak, 8,382 feet; North Cnrolhu
Mount Mitchell, 6,711 feet: Ten

approvingly by Governor Hughes 48 his L

? butlh chief icti ! h
eu’o victim of suci l
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Than Ever Befere,

To rae 'Rorron or Tus Bux—-8ir:
the, oritiolsta which my letters on G
unféns have aroused  the. underlying mo-
tive has been ope of personal antipathy.
The o expressed have eman
solely frow & feeling of animosity, narrow-
ing the discussion to such an extent that
little good has resuited. To me it A»-m
unfortunate that our quondsm friends, so
prolific n their criticlems, should be
reducéd to such- a chaotio state of mind
that they advise the destruction of trade
udiens before giving the workingman any
00 ration, This dislike has been mag~
nlflnt such proportions that the uniniti-

otld imagine that organized labor was
componéd of (ngrates unable to appreciate
the philanthropy of the employers.

But bitter experience has developed a
strong distrust which in the case of the
workingmen s justified. - Has not every
reform for which they have struggled been

In &l

trial and social superiors? Yet when these
social rveforms have been accomp!
they have been found to be of benefit not
"mlone to the men and women who fought
and suffered for them but to the whole of
soclety. The only consideration that
Jabor wants is an appreciation of the fact
that injustice and greed actuating as
motives cannot solve any question. By
organization alone oan the recognition of
labor's right be accomplished.

1 do not condone the mistakes of ubot.
for they are well known to and reafized by
me. Too often is labor with its vast inter-
ests dominated by the charlatan and dema-
gogue, finding it necessary to defend itself
against their unscrupulous actions, Once
in office, backed by a compact majority,
they can commit with a free hand things
they were never commissioned to do. A
labor leader supported by a troop of syco-
phants ean impose his will as though he were
& despotic king, But with all its mistakes
and failures trade unionism has a mission
to fulfil, Without the benign influenoe of
organization the average toller would be
worse than a serf, for the employer who
desired to do right would be influenced by
those whose whole aim and object in life
is the exploitation of their fellow man.
When the employer and the workingman re-
alize that respect for each other's rights s
the solution, then and not till then will
consideration become potential.

With all the distortion of their principles
trade unions, as a whole, are stronger to-day
than ever before. UUzionism voices the'hopes

fact that every dnfluence, both legal and
social, religious and political, has been ar-
rayed against it, The courts have passed
no end of opinions on it. The press has
condemmned it, the pulpit has denounced
it, good men have mourned over it. and
wise men have shaken their heads. Yet it
stands to-day the same as ever, pointing
as a beacon light to progress and happi-
ness Davip MacKay,

Preddonl. Central Association Building

Trades,
New Yorx, December 23,

NATURALIZATION METHODS,

A Compluint Against These In Vegue
| at the Pest Ofllee Bullding.

To THE EDITOR oF THE SUN—Sir: Permit
me to call your attention to the methods
employed at the Naturalization Bureau in
the Post Office building of the city of New
York., My friend Dr. Nicola Barbato of
161 East 108th street, accompanied by
me, called_at said bureau, asked for ang
received ah application blank, which the
clerk directed him to fil) out and return
any morning-at 8 o'clock.

: Thé ddetor and myself called again at
the Bureau of Naturalization last T'uesday,

monly called the “first paper.” It was
9:10 A. M. More than a dozen applicants
were waiting in line ‘outside of the’ office to

receivé their papers. The clerk turned the
doctor away, saying that he must come at
9 A. M. sharp, Censequently he resolved
to be very punotual the next time, and re-
quested me to accompany him sgain to the
office on Monday, December 21. We arrived
at 8:30 A, M. and had to walt forfully halfan
hour at the elevator entrance of the north-
east corner of the bullding. Other appli-
cants were also waiting. At just 9 A, M.
permission was given to go up. Some of
the group dashed up stairs, pushing and
jostling one another; others crowded into
the elevator which the man in charge
started, remarking with a smile:

%u ng—no more than fifteen at a time, "
id not well understand the meaning

f th
- ® reach the fourth floor,

n_reaching
m N-tunnnuon Office h. we uw
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where

Guyot, 6695 feet: Virginla, Rogers lonnuh
5719 feet; Georgia, Sitting Bull Mountain, 5048
feet; West Virginia. Spruce Knob, 4880 feet;
South Carolina, Rich Mountain, 3,660 feet; Mary-
land, Allegheny Helghts, 3,187 feet; Arkansas,
Fourche Mountain and Magazine Mountaln,
each 2,800 feet; Alabama, Pulplt Rock, 2,118 feet;
Kentucky, Frazier Knob, 1,540 feet; Misslasippl,
Holly Springs, 602 feet; Loulsiana, Arcadia, 988 M,
feet: Districtof Columblia, Soldlers' Home Grounds,
830 feet, and Florida, Mossy Head, 274 feet.

Solving a Cambridge Mystery.
From the Boston Record.

A house was recently torn down in Cambridge
which was once a hotel. In those days the police
suspected that “wet” stufl was being sold there
quite extensively. Whenever a rald was made
not a drink could be found. One day when the
men were ‘well upon the work of demolishing
the bullding a Cambridge police ofMocer who had
been active In making those ralds recelvedfia
telephone call from the contractor who bad the
work in charge inviting him to pay the bullding
avisit. The policeman went down and was most
chagrined to think that he had never thought
of looking for it in such a simple hiding ‘place,
Every stalr could be opened, disclosing a nlce
large hiding place.

Chance for Everrbody.
From the Youth's Companion,

There was little doubs In the minds of those who
were Invited to the weddiag of Augustus Clay
Johnson and Chloe Matilda Baker as to thé cor-
diality of the Invitation, |t was clearly printed;
and read as fol §

—*You are invited to attend the marriage of Mr,
Ancm- Clay Johnson and Miss Chloe Matilda
Baker at the bome of the bride’s mother. ‘Al
who cannot come may send,”

In Bosten.
To TAR EpiToR oF TRE SUN-—Sir: This out-
side a cobbler's, not a hundeed yards from the Frog
Pond*

“pedimental segumentes arsistically fllumi-
ricsted at infinitesimal remunera-

nated and
per operation.” Q. Nomum,
2.

tion of AV
BOSTON,

Chile Con Carae.
To THR EDITOR 6F TRE SUN—Sir: Cah any of

dam s desoribed enthusiastically, with many
pletures by H. Herrmann: the relations between

i

Poc and Mrs, Whitman are discussed! letters of
! & Virginls woman, wite of the A merican Minfster,
tell of the beginnings of Queen Viotoria's relgn,
and Dr. John Muir pleads for the preservation
of the \'m Mrs. Alloe Heghn Rice's perial
coblinues, so does Mr, . T.
snd (here are five shorl plories.

your chef readers tell me how to prepare “chlle

m.w mﬁ

times \;
alr . sb&t l oonsutu-

t bohevo n
uaulri t should
favor or a fist figh tlnc chanoe. do not
believe that the public servants of tho Gov-
ernment shonld bhe allowed . aloy
me! which show no n w!u
for tho dhno lppl ln‘ for ¢ tlumhlp. al
no consid the time they lose,
vhk-h of conru munl a loss o mono{

a loss of oymen
1do ao? are R i e e

oo blno the ?ﬁ.;?l«':‘llmqmlmu of Jo&h‘

the name of justice and
for the velun o! the mmunity I submit
this & that it will lead to a
modl fon of uu rout ne governing the
naturalization of aliens:
lom- CAVALLARO.
NEw York, Deceber 2

Grand Simplioity.

/To TAR EDIToR oF THR SUN—Sir: In thete
days of careless and slovenly English [t is refresh.
ing to find writing lite the following extract
Crom A series of papers appearing monthly n
ane of out popular magazines. ‘The simplicity of
style Is an example for young writers. llere we
fnd cogent reasoning united with a clarity of
expression which should bhe a !m to upmn'
ym: authors:

"1t Is well when considering the lunrmr of the
lilusive (o afMliate the supernal co ve-
ness thet vesides In the unhatural caduclty of
prejudice. The tendency of evolutionars eaege-
sis Is Lowdrd a comparative denial of the real-
lsm Qf ciroumlocution, the approximate efect of
which }§ to circumstantiate a solemnity of envi.
roament that surrounds the Inner consclousness,
Now. In View of this -theoretical prognosis of
a latent personality (mhuing all nsyehologieal
sdumbrations ve must not lose sixht of the im.
minent actuality evelved by the msthactive re-
fexlon -of yascular dynamics, whore refation to
the siress of outwardlyv cxpressed emotions makes
ns pause 16 the accentance of immature concly-
slons.” JORN FEAGUSON,

XEW York, December '8,

Reform Time.
From the Denver umuluvg.
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Court Seoms to Hold That
Congress Cannot Dolocau Its Power.

T6 tax Eprror 0¥ THE BUN—Sir: Re.
on tarlff re-
vision in this morning’s BuN, 1 think It may
be interesting to recall what position the
Court has taken fo the only case
by that court involving the power
of Congress to dohuu its suthority to
“lay and oollect duties.” That case Is Field
ve. Clark, 188 U, 8, €40,

The opinion e lon‘. but the effect of it i
that Congress positively cannot delegate
legislative power. The only question ts:
What is legislative power? The court hold«
that the power delegated by the tariff ac:
of 1890 in connection with the reciprocity
policy was not a legislative power, becauss
the act provided that sugar, molasses,
colfee, tea and hides should be free of duty:
but if any country exporting such articles
to the United Btates should impose dutie«
reciprocally unequal upon products of the
United Btates the President should suspend
proolamation the free list provisions
for the artioles mentioned and thersupon
able at certain

rates specified In the stalute.

The court calls attention to the faot that
the policy bad been detarmined by Congress
that the rates of duty to be imposed in a
given contingency had been fixed in ad-
vance by Congress; that what the President
was to do was to ascertain a fact, and upon
his ascertaining the faot it became his duty
to issué the proclamation.

Does not this decision show clearly by
implication that Congress cannot delegate a
general power to fix rates of duty? Under
the Constitution Congress itself is the
“commisaion,” the “permanent commis-
sion,” If you will, to exercise this power;
and is there any reason to believe that any
commission . appointed by Congress or
oreated by Congress and appointed by
the Exeoutive would be preferable in any
way to Congress itself? Again, is it not
essenitial . in’ order to avoid deflaits in the
national Treasury or overtaxation that the

wers of collection and expenditure should

ide'in the same body?
* Hexmy J. WrneTER,
NEw YORrK, December 23,

THE FROZEN HYDRANT,

A Bource of Delay in Dealing With Fires
That Is a Grave Cencern.

To TAE Epigor or THE SuN—S8ir: In
reference to the delays in connection with
failures of the high pressure water systen:
every qne WTH agree with THE SUN that they
may be most dangerous; but in what re-
apect does a twenty minute failure of water
differ from a twenty minute failure that
might ocour and does occur every winter
rrom another cause? I refer to the freez-

of fire hydrants,

e have a tremendous expenditure in
connection with the most approved types
of time saving devices with whioh our en-
gine houses are ujpped
necessary to keep s
in order to save tlme we
the Iunenu:hle cmmtkn of from one to
half ; o; hose companles

undl J ldle whl e the nm.n thlv out a
fire hy rant whic & up by
the The {All is tlmo vlnz
ulpment is ofton nullified by the frozen
e : oomotlme- oxtondl nto
me m n
bers of the Now Yor‘: gonrd oe! '
Un erwmorn deom that their losses Are ln-

mil ionl of dollars uoh winter
from the rroo g of hydrants. I under-
stand that in lhu clty last winter there were
nearly 2,000 such cases. e figures are
from departmental records. Chlcuo and
othor ltrﬁe cities fare ao hetter
our American lnc«nu‘ty and our
itures, apparently noth-
to o me this evil.
It Threatens existence of the city,
for who can say what tho delay might cost
in Jife and property? It is su ing that
mor® attention is not t: is mum
A delay'is a delgy no matter what the ca
and the frozen rant seems Lo
trouble than any thlnc olu
L. E lonm'nl
December 23

tromondous L]
ing has

NEw YORE,

Rassian's Bivewae Car. -
From the London Times.
A correspendens writes thas.the w o
ties In Germany are considering ovz: of ke
a transportable biveudc car, a- hv.nu of aly
Russlan engineer. After the car, which is Peadily
hauled by a palr of horses, bas arrived at its des-
tination, two levers, terminating In anchors,. are
dropped onto the ground. Tbhese levéers main-
tain Lhe rear wheels In position, while the front
wheels are carried along by the horses untll the
car |5 drawn out to a length of twenty -five meters,
The car then consists of several compartments,
each constituting a room with three windows,
and 2 passage communicating with the main
exit. The compartmenis are arrafiged in two
storfes, and a silaircase conpects the entrance
with the upper floor. The whole structure con-
stitutes a lengthy buliding, Including ln Its two
stories twelve compartments for soldiers, an
'ofMicer's cabin, and & sergeant's office. Fach

all | of the compartments Is provided with any neces-

sary pleces of fumiture (beds, tables, fc.), ar-
ranged so that each of them during the closing
of the car, Is folded up automatically., The
officer's cabin is provided with electric Nghy,
writing desk, looking glass, wash stand, &c, ‘At
the rear end of the c&r an observatory towar ls
arranged which can be ralsed 1o & beight-of thirty
meters.  This tower can aloo be used as a wire.
less telegraphy station. d

The Monterey Cypress.
From the Sclentiftc American.

One of the most Interesting and picturesque
trees in the world, as well as one of the most an-
clent, Is the Cup mac Pa, or M ¥
cypress, Its mative habitat is expremely re-
stricted, for it Is found In ity wild state In only
two spots In the whole wide world—on the edge
of a grove of conifers strotohing for a few miles
between the Bay of Monterey and the Bay of
Carmel (the latter of which boars a striking ré.
semblance in outline and color to Hts prototype
in the Holy Land) and In a similar spot near Ifes-
cadero, a little town lying on the coast betwoen
Monterey and San Francisco. The Monterey
grove consists of only a dozen or two oyproesses
of large size and most striking appearance. Thelr
trunks are massive and wrinkied with hoary ege,
while their boughs, .guaried and twisted, grow
chiefly on one side, away fgpm the stormy winds
that have buffeted them for thousands of years.
The noble trees are limited to the rocky, wind
beaten shore, on which some of them have but a
precarious hold. Hemmed between the slow!y
encroaching ocean on ono hand and a pine forest

on the other their future is exposed to great
hunnl. it is therefore gratifying to observe
that a falr number of thrifty young eypresses
are holding thelr own against the pines for a short
distance Inland.

Origin of Name New
From the Las Vegas ;
“The country mow palled Mexico was not so
called till 1810, (when the revolt against Spain be-
gen. Up uh‘MW the country was oalled
New Spain and was divided into the samie number
of provinces As Spain. each with anameof a prov-
ince In Spain, with the prefix of “néw,” but New
Mexico was not included in this division. 1t got
f1s name In this way: In 1561 Pranéleco Ibarra wes
In charge of an expedition of expiorafion Into
what s now nerthern Durango and' southern
Chihuabua, discovered an indlan village nedr
where Santa Barbara now stands th which the
housts were whitewhshed and thé people made
and wore cott cloth, rulsing the cotida fv the
nelighborhood. He wrote an accopnt of his d.-
covery to his brother in the clty of - México, 1ell-
Ing him he had discovered "una nueva Mexico” a
pew Mexico, another Mexico, meéaning that he
had found another town lke the ¢lfy of Mexico,
and thereafter all this portion of northern New
Spaln was known as “Neuva Mexico,” that Is New
Mexico, which name It has retained, though now
much reduced In exient.

Dog Team Heats Horse.

From the Dadly Alaskanm, *
The sharp discussion of the Al Alaska sweep:
stakes planned for April at Nome resuited in 8
ohalienge by Coke Hill to race with his dog tea
against Hen Freymeyer on Dolly, a mare that hes
figured In Nome horse races. The ‘vace tock
place November 14 over a ten mile courre, Dexter
Creek and return. The dogs won by fifty seconds
The stake was §1,000, The mate slippad and lost
time. Another race is on and $10,000 will aluuc
hands on the result.

Statae of Daniel Boone.
\From the Columbla (Mo.) m

A bronze statue of Danjel Boone to Be erected
in the Ovurt Housé yard will be about eight feet In
helght. 1t will represent the ploneerin the gart
of the frontier, with skin raiment and an old
coonskin cap, with his trusted old rifie in band,
on the alert for the manifold dangers of the wilde:
ness u-mhmuluracmtmm
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